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Areportfromatrade
uniondelegation to
Palestine, July 2015




Front coverimage: A battered Palestinian flag flying
defiantly in Hebron. Picture by Marz Colombini

Between July 21stand

28th 2015, adelegation of
trade unioniststravelled to
Palestine with the Palestine
Solidarity Campaign. They
were (L-R): Tim Lezard (NUJ
executive), Andi Fox (TSSA
executive), Colin Smith
(ASLEF), Manuel Cortes (TSSA
generalsecretary), [Nabeel
Al-Kurd], Steve Sibley (PSC),
Mick Whelan (ASLEF general
secretary), Marz Colombini
(ASLEF executive), Mick
Carney [TSSA president), Paul
Scholey (Morrish Solicitors),
Hugh Lanning (PSC chair) and
Peter Pinkney (RMT president).

The Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC)
campaigns for peace and justice for Palestinians,
in support of international law and humanrights
and againstall racism. Help us to build anew
mass anti apartheid movement for Palestine




Tear gas - an everyday

experiencefor
Palestinian children

Pop! The tear gas canister fizzes through
the air and lands next to the children
playing outside the office.

Aswe dash to the window, we
seeone child, aged about ten,
runtowards the steaming
canister, pickitupand hurlit
defiantly back towards the
soldierwhofiredit. The soldier,
whois 200m away, casually
turns around and disappears back behind the
safety of the 25ft-high separation barrieror
‘wall asitis known.

Ashedoes so, thegasreachesouropen
window, forcing us backwards into the meeting
room, eyes running, throats rasping.

“Teargas-ithappenseveryday,”shrugs
SalahAjarma,whorunsthe Lajee Centrein
Bethlehem, teaching the residents of the Aida
Refugee Camp abouthuman rights, dance,
readingand music.

“lam 42yearsoldand | have lived inthe campall
my life. You ask how we feel? We feelwe areina
big gaol. We are suffering every single minute.”

More than 5,000 people live in the camp - one of
three camps in Bethlehem - afterhaving been
made homeless by the Israeli state. Conditions
are crowded, with one person for every two
square metres.

Whentheyfirstarrive, refugees live in tents for
aslongassixyears. Toilets are outside, there is
no kitchen. Women have taken to sleeping fully

July 22nd Visit UN Office for the

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs -
4.4m people liveinWest Bank & Gaza,
44% of whom arerefugees.

clothed because soldiers come intotheirhomes
atnight.

Lifeinthe campisnolife atall. Workerswake
at3amtoreserve their place inthe checkpoint
queue so they get through the wall by 7am.
They come home inthe evening, tired, and
sleepinstantly. They see theirchildren only at
weekends.

Aswe leave Aida behind, itisimpossible not to
ask ourselves what society we have created
where it'sacceptable to launch tear gas at
children, where children are no longer scared
oftear gasand where adults donotreact to
children being teargassed.

Itisalsoimpossible not to reflect how, unlike
millions of Palestinians, we can walk away. But
having witnessed their suffering atfirst hand,
we have chosen not to. We stand in solidarity
with them.

Tim Lezard, Editor of USi (www.usilive.org)

“We are suffering
everysingle
minute”

Main picture: childrenin Aidaare
teargassedbylsraelisoldiers. This
isastillfromafilmshotbyreporter
Mohammed al-Azzain February
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=aTSgKTPN5_M

Below: the children playing
beforetheywereteargassed
duringourtrip.

1.8m people livein Gaza - that’s

4,500 people perkm?. 1,500
Palestinianskilled in Gaza last year,

18,600 homes destroyed.




Ontheright track with the
Palestine Solidarity Campaign

“You need multipliers.” Such was the
advicereceived by PSCsomeyears

ago from Mustafa Barghouti - general
secretary of the Palestine National
Initiative. People who can spread the
word about Palestine in theirownworld
and networks.

Whenwe meet himagain on this delegation,
his advice remains the same - but now what
isrequiredis a shiftin the balance of power.
Palestinians alone can not stop the tide of
settlements, roads and railways stealing their
land from beneath their feet.

Soeverydelegationwe support counts. This
timeitisagroup of senior officers from the
three railunions - ASLEF, RMT and TSSA.
Powerfulindustrially and influential politically

inthe wider labourand trade union movement.

They saw the light railway under construction
to linkyet more settlements. They met with
truck driversin Nazareth, unionsin Jericho
trying to organise workers in settlements

to claim theirrights, heard about “illegal”
workers climbing and going under the Wall

The 2015 delegation with Mustafa Barghouti

toseekwork inIsrael. Young postal workers
trying to organise in Hebron. Bedouin deprived
of theirland so they now had to buy settlement
produced camel’s milk.

The Palestine Solidarity Campaign does what
itsaysonthetin, butbuilding solidarity needs
organisation, resources and commitment.
Thisisthe bread and butter of the trade union
movementand why they have been such avital
element of the campaign.

Ifyouwantto find out more about our campaigns
and howyou can getinvolved - follow us on
Twitter @pscupdates or Facebook (Palestine
Solidarity Campaign UK]. You don't have to visit,
you can support Palestine inyour everyday life.
Everyone we meturged supportfor BDS - the
Boycott, Divestmentand Sanctions campaign.
We were told itis the best way we can bring
pressure to bear.

In history, Britain helped cause thisinjustice
- let's be part of the solution. If you want to
help and joinvisit our website
(www.palestinecampaign.org).

Hugh Lanning, PSC Chair

Visit Civic Coalition for Palestinian

Rights where we hear Israel treats East
Jerusalemasits ownterritory.

Asthe onlywomanonthe

: delegationIthink the thing that
struck me most of allwas the
. treatmentand suffering of my
: sistersin Palestine. Obviously
¢ lunderstand the cultural

. differencesbutitseemedtobe
rooted much deeperthan that.
¢ Hearingthatwomenin Palestine
¢ literally have noworkers’

: rightswasboth shocking

: anddisturbing. No maternity
rights, no sick pay, no family

¢ careprovisions. So many of the
things that we take for granted,
¢ eventhoughtheseare battles
foughtand won forus recently
: byoursistersbeforeus. Even

: whenwe visited a Palestinian
trade unionthathad projects
: toemploy both Palestinian and
Jewishwomenweweregivena
. wonderfultalk by a sisterwho
thenwent to make the coffee

: foreveryone.ltisandremainsa
: man'sworld.

: Butnothingabsolutely nothing
could have prepared me for

. thesuffering of the Palestinian
people and lwasdeeply touched
* bytheirquietnessand humility.

: AndiFox, TSSAExecutive Member

We visit Nabeel, who has been
evicted from the annexe he built
alongside the home he’s lived in
for59years.




In1967, during
the Six-Day War,
Israeliforces
captured the
Gaza Strip, the
West Bankand
East Jerusalem
-the Occupied
Palestinian
Territories.
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Statistics - not just

another brick in the wall

Statistics are, necessarily, dry. Butin their
ariditytheyare alsorevealing and, in this
case, damning.

Sowhen DrEzekiel Lein fromthe United Nations
Office forthe Co-ordination of Humanitarian
Affairsinthe Occupied Palestinian Territories
tellsus, asamatterof record, that 1,500 people in
Gazalastyeardied underlsraelifire, itis hard for
usnottotranslate those cold statisticsinto human
suffering.

When he says 551 children werekilled during the
three-week Operation Protective Edge, when
Israelfired rocketsindiscriminately into the
365km? Gaza Strip, we can onlyimagine the terror
of the 1.8m Palestinians trappedinside.

Andwhen herelatesthat 18,600 homeswere
destroyed, alongwith 75 hospitals and clinics,
100 UN facilities and electricity and water
institutions, we can only picture the devastation
totheirhomeland and their daily lives.

That devastation continues today because Israel
maintains atightgrip on the border crossings;
less than 1% of the construction materials
required to rebuild Palestinian homes have
beenallowed to enter Gaza.

Left:an|sraelisoldier atacheckpoint.
Right: the wall looms over passing traffic.

(oF: i+tq Israelisettlement

inJordan Valley - amazing
contrastinliving standards to
Palestinianvillages.

Inever knewwhatto expect,and|
certainly foundthe unexpected.

Thedramatic moments -teargasand
gunsand checkpoints - of courseare
the easythingstorecall.

Butwhat I think stayswithmeon
amoreviscerallevelisasense
ofthe oppression underwhich

the Palestinians labour,asense
thatgrewdayafterday untilinitial
shockturnedintodisbeliefandthen
outrage.

| feell should say somethingabout the
legalposition. Article 49 of the Fourth
Geneva Convention states: “The
occupying power shall notdeportor
transfer parts of its own population
intotheterritoriesitoccupies.”

That's happened,andis happening
now. The settlementsare becoming
citiesintheirownright.

Idon'tknowwhat the ultimate answer
tothe questionis.

Butthe delegation convinced me
ofthis: lam absolutely sure that

we needtoraiseand maintain
internationalawarenessandinquiry
untillsraeltakesstepstoensurethe
Palestiniansare afforded freedom,
equalityand democracy.

We needtokeeptelling the story.

PaulScholey, Operations Partner
Head of Employment Rights
Morrish Solicitors
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childrenwerekilledduring the
three-week OperationProtective
Edge,whenlsraelfiredrockets
indiscriminatelyinto the 365km?
GazaStrip.

homesweredestroyedduring
OperationProtective Edge, along
with 75 hospitals and clinics, 100
UNfacilities.

of permits for Palestinians
wishing to build ontheir own land
areturneddown.
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~ VisitA refuge pin
Bethlehem, witn hlldren I
belngl rgassed. 4



1,500 peoplein Gaza
lastyear died under
Israelifire.

Away from Gaza, Dr Leintells us 80% of the

- "o 2.7m Palestinians inthe West Bank live on less

than 40% of the land because 556,000 Israeli
settlershave movedin, contravening the

lessthan 1% of the construction Geneva Convention. DoAY
materialsrequiredtorebuild Any Palestinian wishing to build on their own i Settlements, settlements,
Palestinianhomeshavebeen land needs a permitfrom Israel. 95% of permits settlements. Everywhereyou go
M dt terG areturned down, but Palestinians buildanyway ~ : therearemoresettlementsbeing
allowed to enter Gaza. because they need somewhere to live. Last :  built;roadsand railways under

constructiontolinkthemandthe
Wallextended to separate settlers
fromthe Palestinians. Thisis no
longeranoccupation-itisthe theft

yearlsraeldemolished 600 homes built without
apermit, displacing 1,215 people. There are
currently 11,425 homes awaiting the same fate.

“Thisis notallowing people to address the and colonisation of Palestine.
needs of their lives,” he concludes. “Israel © Witheachvisit I make, itis ever
building new settlementsis furtherentrenching : clearerthatIsraeldoes notwant
the situation and making it hardertoachieve a . asolutionthatinvolvesafree
two-state solution.” i Palestine, itjustwantstoruleand
Israelisettlershave movedinto www.ochaopt.org :  controlallthe land from the River
q :Jordantothe Mediterranean Sea.
the West Bank, contravenlng the :  WesawBedouininthe process of

GenevaConvention. : . . ¢ beingforcibly moved fromtheir
Israelbegan construction of the 420-mile wallin traditionalland, childreninthe

200?. Palestinian landis confiscated to build it, Refugee Camp being teargassed
cut?lng off hundreds of farmers gnd tra.ders from and everywhere youwent -
theirland and means of economic surV|v§l. In settlersarrogantin the knowledge
2003aUNreportcondemned thewallasillegal that theywere immune to the

and “an unlawfulact of annexation” and in 2004 © normalrule of law.
‘ b the International Court of Justice ruled the wall :
\L breached international law. 1 Palestinianvillagesarebeing
[ x x x x ) ¢ demolished, over-built by
settlementsand re-named.

Historyis being re-written before
oureyes. ltmust stop.

number of Palestinianhomeson
the West Bank without apermit
demolished bylsrael.

Hugh Lanning, Chair of Palestine
Solidarity Campaign

Approximately 80,000 people live behind the wallin
Shuafat, arefugee campin East Jerusalem.

Questioned by police as we stopin 1 Rt e Everytime Palestinians hold protest

Slawnian Lowze, where Israel wants S e meetings, theyare arrested and their

to demolish 95 Palestinian homes to o - tent HQ destroyed. However, anotheris

createapark. r b sooninits place. 7
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Israeli soldiers evict

Palestinian pensioner

“Iwon’tgo
anywhere
untilldie”

We’ve all experienced noisy neighbours,
right? We complain to the authorities and
theysortoutthe problem. Butwhatif the
authorities were the ones whoinstalled
the noisy neighbours?

That's exactlywhat happenedto 71-year-old
Nabeel Al-Kurd, who's lived in the same house
in East Jerusalem since 1956. He decided it was
time for him and his wife to give some space to
the othereleven family members - including his
94-year-old mother-sobuiltanannex nextto
hishome.

Butbecause he didn't have a permit, Israeli
soldiers smashed down his door at bam, kicked
him out and threw his furniture out on the street.
Acouple of hours later, Israeli settlers moved
theirown furniturein.

The settlers,young, idealist Zionists, were placed
there by the Israeliauthorities toforce Nabeel
outofhishome. Theydid their best - playing loud
music, insulting his family, even letting theirdogs
attack him-but Nabeel stayed firm.

July 24th Hottest day - 112 degrees F -

whenwe visit Al-araquib, an unrecognised
Bedouinvillageinthe Negev Desert.

Right: Nabeel's furniture thrown on
tothe street. Farright: Nabeelwith
his granddaughter.

“lwon'tgoanywhere unless | die, when | shall
gotothe cemetery,” he says, defiantly. “The
settlersare there to provoke conflict. Always the
police are coming, always we are scared about
the children. We don't allow them out because
they getinto fights.

“The settlers don't stay here for long. They
areonly here to prove theyare controlling the
house, then new ones move in. They want us to
leave. Thisisasilentwar, notawarwith tanks
like in Gaza. We ask you to raise yourvoices, to
tell people of oursituation.”

Nabeel's situationis far fromunique, as Ingrid
Jaradat Gassner fromthe Civic Coalition for
Palestinian Rights tells us earlierin the day.

“Whatis going onin Palestineis farworse than
apartheid because not only do Palestinians face
racismand discrimination every day, but Israel
wants themto leave the land,” she says.

“The settlers should not be here in East
Jerusalem. Israeltreats East Jerusalemas
its own territory. Itisin complete control over

Far left: Nabeel outside his home.
Left: settlers challenge his family.
Above: the dog that attacked Nabeel.

Sheik Sayah al-Touri tells us five
yearsago 573 people lived here.
Nowonly 22 remain. The others
have been forcibly evicted.




construction, allowing settlers to build, but
not Palestinians.”

Jerusalem, like Berlin during the Cold War,
isdivided into Eastand West. The West is the
Jewish area;the Eastisthe Palestinian area.
In 1967, Israel granted permanent Israeli
residency toArabs living in the city at that
time. Those not present lost the right to reside
inJerusalem.

To build homes ontheirland, Palestinians must
first seek a permit from the Israeligovernment,
which turns down 95% of applications. When
the alternative is being made homeless, itis

no surprise Palestinians build houses anyway.
There are currently 20,000 houses in East
Jerusalem built without permits. Athird of the
population risks eviction from theirhomesif the
state decides to demolish theirhomes.

“Iftheirhomes are demolished, they leave East
Jerusalem and theirresidencyisrevoked -it's
Catch 22," explains Ingrid.

We meetimad A.A. Temiza, Head

of Palestinian Postal services

workersunion, (PPSWU) in Hebron.

At least Palestinians living in East Jerusalem
have some semblance of freedom, evenifitis
inthe shadow of the barrier. If they live on the
West Bank their lives are controlled by soldiers,
checkpointsand the dreaded barrier.

They are not allowed to use the new highways
running between Tel Avivand Jerusalem
orserving the new settlements. They have
touse old roads, detouring around the new
ones, sometimes more than doubling their
commute times.

They have to drive around the outside of
Jerusalemwhile Israelis can drive through the
city. Palestinian homes have water tanks on the
roof sowhen Israel decides to cut off the mains
water, they have reserves. Israelis are waved
through checkpoints, Palestinians forced out of
theirvehiclesand searched.

Whenyouwitness the inequality, it's hard to
argue with Ingrid’s description of apartheid.

-

Having followed the situationin
Palestine foroverfortyyears, |
thoughtlwas an expert. Having
beenthere, Irealise | knew nothing.

Nothing could have prepared

me fortheinjusticesthat|saw.
Settlementsthatlenvisagedas
villagesatbest, turned outto

be huge towns. People evicted
fromtheirhomesin Palestinian
districts, sothatIsraelis can

move inbeggars belief. Seven
yearold childrentear gassed
forlaughingatsoldiers, people
having theirhomes bulldozed
becausetheydidn'thave permits
to build extensions, while Israelis
arebuilding settlementson
Palestinianlandson,and onthe list
grows. Nothing can describe the
suffering of the Palestinian people.

Theirfriendliness, bravery, and
fortitude in such circumstance
humbled me totally.

Itis obviousthatthe Oslo
Agreementis deadinthewater.
The West, and indeed the whole
world, needtowake upandactto
stop thisinhumanity taking place,
andthey mustactyesterdaybefore
it'stoo late.

Peter Pinkney, RMT President

Hebron, a cityof 630,000 in the
Judean mountains, hasbeen
taken over by 400 settlers,
guarded by 3,000 soldiers.




Artasresistance

Toomuch oftheworldissilentto the
suffering of the Palestinian people.
UnlikeIsrael, Palestine hasnoaccess
tothe funds required for global media
propaganda. Instead, they turn their
defianceintoart. Alltheseimages
come from the wallin Bethlehem.
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A date with the Palestinian unions
fighting for workers’ rights

Workersinthe UK face hazards every day,
butldoubt many have been bittenbya
snakeupatree.

That'sarealthreatfordate-pickersinthe
Jordan Valley, lifted into palm trees by cranes
and left there, without food or water, foras long
asthree hours.

“Snakes climb the trees to go after eggs,”
explains Wael Natheef of the Jericho branch
of the Palestinian General Federation of Trade
Unions. “If you're aworker, where doyou go to
escape asnake? Itisverydangerouswork.”

Onthe ground workers face different problems,
namely exposure to pesticides, aswellas low
pay, racialdiscrimination, sexual harassment,
blacklistingand, bizarrely, lie detectors.

But despiteallthis, unionsare growing inthe
JordanValley, as organisers stealintovillages
afternightfalltoteach workers about their rights.

“Itistough, butwe start,” says Wael, whose
organisationis helped by KavLaOved, an Israeli
labourrights group campaigning for rights for
workers employed by Israelis.

Small groups of Israeli settlers have occupied
the land, employing Palestinianand Thai
workers on low pay. Employers avoid labour
laws by sub-contracting work, allowing

them to deny knowledge of H&S breaches,
underpaymentand illegal hiring of children.

Acouple of days later we visit Nazareth, where
we meet Assaf Adiv, leader of Wac-Ma'an, an
independent union for Arab and Jewish workers
inlsrael.

“Solidarity with Palestine
isaprincipled position
everyone should adopt -
we wantworkersto meet,
tolook into each other’s
eyesand break down the
wall,” he says.

“Not everything to dowith Israelis
negative. Thisis not a struggle of one race,
onesaciety, itisahuman struggle. We are
allworking forjustice: freedomis a slogan
thatcanunite Jews and Arabs.”

We hear from truck drivers attempting to
organise againstworker exploitation, low pay
and long hours which could be fatalif they fall
asleepatthewheel.

“Israel hasverygood labourlaws... buttheyaren't
implemented,” says driver ShukiShabso. “The
bosses send us on safety courses one day, thenthe
nextdaytheytellustobreak the safetyrules.

“Buttheyare clever. They cheatyouin suchaway
you cannot sue them. Other drivers are afraid to
jointhe union because theythreaten us, but they
cannot threaten me becauselamnot afraid.”

Jully26th We travel to Ramallah to
meet Shaher Saedfromthe PGFTU,
who tells us workers face daily
haq'assment from the police.

Below: a patientistransferred
fromanambulanceonthe
Palestinian side tooneonthe
Israeliside havingwaitedin
the queue with the other traffic
atthe checkpointdespiteits
emergency lights flashing.

Right: awatchtower looks
over thewallatRamallah
as Palestinians queue to get
through the checkpoint.

| d .I,
We find.{ime to visit.\he tomb of t

late President Arafat.
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We also meetthe PGFTU in Ramallah, where
Shaher Saed says unions’ biggest campaignis
to getemployersto pay the national minimum
wage. Palestinianwomen are being paid less
thanaquartermen’'swages, butthe Israeli
government refusesto enforce labour laws.

“Everydayitis criminal,” he says. “We do what
we can butthe government does nothing.”

Peoplein Ramallah are so desperate towork
they risk sixmonthsin prison by climbing over
or tunnelling under the wall. Forthose who can
affordit, middle-men charge as much as €400
for permits to get them through the wall to work.

Arafat’simagelooks downon
usaswewait forashave.

Peoplein Ramallahare
sodesperate towork they
risk sixmonths in prison by
climbing over or tunnelling
under the wall.

Shahersaysthe PGFTU triesto stop the
middle-men but, although they can find their
telephone numbers, they can never confirm
the men’'s orwhere theyare, so the police
never take action.

“The occupationis giving our people a hard time
...theborders, the checkpoints, thewall,” he
sighs. "We are fighting on so many levels.”

lam both proud and honoured
tohavetakenpartinthe PSC
delegationto Palestine. It

was atruly unforgettable

week; disturbing, upsetting,
alarming, yetalso enlightening
.The Palestinian people live
underanillegal occupation
governed bywalls, razorwire,
watch towers, checkpoints and
permits. The oppression they
endureisnotonly physical but
alsoeconomicand cultural.

The people of the OPTs stand
uptotheirlsraelioppressors
with dignityand bravery. They
command greatrespectand
admiration but will not prevail
unsupported. Pressure mustbe
putonthelsraeligovernment. The
international community must
actwithaprogramme of boycott,
divestmentand sanctions. The
trade union movement canplaya
significantroleinany suchaction
bothinthe UKand globally. | have
neverbeen more certain of the
importance, relevance andvalue
of ASLEF’s commitmenttoan
internationalistagenda.

Marz Colombini: ASLEF Executive
Committee Member

We meet Omar Barghouti,
founder of the Palestinian
National Boycott Committee...




Occupying Hebron
viathe backdoor

He sounds like a comedy character from
aLouisde Berniere novel: the manwho
enters his house by his back window.

Butfor him -and his neighbours - it's no
laughing matter: they are not allowed to access

Netting erected over Hebron’s market protects
shoppers from rubbish thrown by Israeli settlers.

theirhomesviathe front door because Israeli
settlers have taken overthe street.

Some 400 settlers descended on the West
Bank city of Hebron (pop 63,000) after the 1994
massacre of 29 Palestinian worshippers at the
historic IbrahimiMosque.

Guarded by 3,000 members of the Israeli
Defence Force, their presence is seenas
provocative by Palestinians, forwhom parts
of theirhome city, including the centre and, at
times, the mosque, have become no-go zones.

Children face longwalks to get to school after
their usual routes were blocked off, where
Palestinians are allowed to go depends on the
whim of an Israeli guard ata checkpoint.

Hebron's underground market is covered with
netsand sheets to protect Palestinians from
urine, spitand rubbish thrown by settlers
above. The city’'s commercial centre —-once
described as Hebron's Oxford Street - is like a
ghosttown, with more soldiers than shoppers.

Therewas recently a three-month curfew,
when residents were only allowed out of their
homes for two hours aweek to getfood. This is
anoccupation.

But this controlis not sufficient for Israel,
which plans to demolish 95 Palestinian
homes to create a security buffer zone to
protect settlers.

Asone man told me: "With 400 settlers,
Israelhas taken overourcity.” Oras Louis de
Bernieres might have said: “The city where
Palestinians have no life.”

...hetells us Palestinian unions

support the boycott, sayingit’s
apriceworth paying.

Inthe 21st Century, the era of

24 hour media, both news and
social,itcan'tbethat peopleare
unaware whatis happeningto the
Palestinian and otherindigenous
peopleinlsrael.

Isitthatwedon'tcare?Orisitone
ofthose problems thatwe leave on
the ‘too difficult’ pile in the hope of
othersdealingwiththese realand
urgentissues?

Having witnessed firsthand and
heard the testimonies of many of
those suffering from economic and
social-engineered deprivation,
oftenresultinginhungerand
death, I have tospeak. Thereis

no easy solution butunlesswe
highlightthe inequitiesand bring
pressure forchange toachieve
acivilsociety of equals with the
samerightsand futuresandthe
freedoms we take for granted, we
arefailinginourdutiesas human
beings sharingthe same planet.
It'stime to bring dignity and hope to
anareathatneedsit.

Mick Whelan, ASLEF general
secretary
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Nextwe visit Dr Mustafa
Barghqpti,GS ofthe Palestinian |

National Initiative, who also
backs the boycott.




He callsfor non-violent resistance,

such as protests, stories, peace
marchesand hunger strikes.

Where Palestinians
areallowed togo
depends on the whim
of anlsraeliguard at
acheckpoint.

Left:a Jewchases after
asoldierremonstrating
with him for failing to
stopus.

Above: Palestinians
queuingtogetinto
Hebron.

Middle: soldiers
patrollingHebron’s
empty shopping street.

Bottom:the manwho
enters his house by his
back window.

| suppose lwent overto Palestine
not knowing what to expect. Of
course, like everyonel'd seenthe
reportsontelevisionandreadthe
articles.'d seenthe photographs
ofthewalland heard stories of the
troublesand the tear gassing.

I’'m not sure thatanything could
have rightly prepared me for what
we actually found. Oppression,
subjugationand controlare

an everyday way of life for the
Palestinian people. Everyfacet of
their livesis controlled. Whether
they can gotowork ortake their
produce to marketis atthe whim
ofan 18yearold Israelisolider.
Whetherthey cantake ashower
depends on how much water Israel
will letthem have that day. | think
for me the most stark contrastwas
thelush greenIsraelisettlements
when comparedtothedrybarren
earth within Palestine.

The mass media, ifyou are lucky,
givesyouabalanced report of what
isgoingon. Thereisnobalance
betweenlIsraeland Palestine.

Mick Carney, TSSA president

OnthewaybacktoJerusalem our
minibusis boarded by soldiers.




Luxurydeniedto
Palestinians

If one dayin Palestine could sumup the
contrastbetween the lives of Israelis and
the lives of Palestinians, itwas the daywe
visited anlsraeli settlementinthe Jordan
Valley.

Guarded by heavy gates
and armed soldiers,
the settlementis
meticulously clean and
has afreshly-painted
children’s playground,
alongwith aswimming
pooland atennis court.

Yetafew kilometres
away, in the hilltop village of Zbeidat, buildings
are crumblingand rubbishis strewninthe
streets, underthe permanent gaze of an Israeli
watchtower.

“We pay the same taxes as the Israelis, butwe
donotgetthe same services,” explains mayor
Hasan Jarmi (above). "We do not get rubbish
collections, sowe have to pay for our own, but
we can afford only to pay once every sixweeks.”

But rubbish collections are the least of the
worries forthe citizens of Zbeidat. The big
problem comes from the vice-like grip Israel
holds overthevalley: the land, the work, the
resources.

“Settlers are the biggest problem for
Palestinianworkers,” says Hasan. “The
government gives them everything they need,
but we have no support.

“Forus, farmingis awar-awarto get enough
waterand land for ourcrops.”

Not only does Israel control 95% of the valley,
butit controlsaccesstoo, erectingrandom
checkpointsin the name of “security” to stop
Palestinian farmers taking their produce to
market. Often farmers are detained for 24
hours, meaning they have to turn back because
theirproduceisruined.

“Lifeis not easyforus,” says Hasan, defiantly, “but
we continue to fightuntilwe have ourrights.”

Settlers’ swimming pooland tennis courtinthe
Jordan Valley.

My reaction onvisiting Palestine

was one of shock, horror, anger
: andhope.

Shock atthe factthatinthe 21st
: century, the global community

¢ continuestoallowthisillegal
occupation. Intheirown land,

Palestiniansare livinginthe

equivalent of prison camps as
. theirvillages, townsand cities
¢ aresurrounded by high walls with
watch towers, whilst the occupier
: controls entryand exit points.

HorroratseeingIsraelisoldiers

firing tear gasatagroup of kids,

: noneof whomwereolderthan

: nine. Theywere unarmedand
presented not even the slightest of
: threatstoaninvadingarmy hiding
¢ behind thick concrete walls.

Angerthatassettlements
. continueto proliferate, colonists
persistinillegally grabbing

Palestinian land.

Butalso hope, thatwhat|sawin
Nazareth, with Jewish and Arab

workers fighting togetherfora
: betterfuture, spreads like wildfire
acrossthistroubled land.

Manuel Cortes, TSSA general
i secretary

While outside, childrentryto July 27th On our final morning
we meet MP Haneen Zoabi,
whoisveryclearthe Israelis

have occupied her lands.

makealiving by selling items to
drivers queueing toget through
the checkpoint.




Wewanttolivein
peace. And tents.

Foramanwhose worldis falling down
around him, Sheik Sayah Al-tourihasa
terrificsense of humour.

His Bedouin family has lived in the Negev Desert
for generations but Israeli settlers have their
eye onthe fertile land they callhome.

“One night they bring police and bulldozers to
demolish ourtents,” he says. “Bulldozers? If

they'd asked me, | could have taken the tents

downintwo minutes!”

In 1948 there were 100,000 Bedouin living inthe
Negev. Nowthereare only 10,000. Five years
ago 573 people lived in Sayah'svillage of Al-
aragib. Todayjust 22 remain, the others having
been forcibly evicted into a nearby township.

“Theytellus 'You have a home, a microwave,
awashing machine -youare modern!’, he
says. "Butwe are happy with our life here. We
do notwantto move. We want to live free with
ouranimals. We love our space. We can't be
squeezedinto refugee towns.”

Settlers, who have already demolished most
of the housesand uprooted all the olive trees,
challenge him to prove he owns the land,
demandingto see documents. Butdocuments
are notthe Bedouin way of life.

Pointing to the village's cemetery where his
ancestors are buried, Sayah says: “"We have
witnesses here that show we own the land.
We've been here for centuries. Israel was
bornyesterday. Who gives them the right to
stealourland?”

“You came to my homeland. Itwas

not the Palestinians who emigrated.
Itwasyou.”

]

His son, AzizAbu Mdign, shares his father's
anger. “Israelwants us to be slaves. Iwas born
here, married here, had mykids here. Our life
was so, so beautiful. The best life. But Israel
stealsourland, kills our culture and leaves us
with nothing.”

Sayah, despite everything, is conciliatory. “We
have no problemwith the Israeli people. We
can livein peace, side-by-side with the Israeli
people, but this brutal, unfair policy creates
hatred and tension for a new generation.

“We want the new generationto growin
patience, tolerance and understanding, and
love each other. We want ta live in peace. And
intents.”

In 1948 there were
100,000 Bedouin
livinginthe Negev.
Now there areonly
10,000.

Top: Sheik Sayah Al-touri
Left: AzizAbu Mdign
Above: the cemeteryatAl-aragib

“Ifyoudon’tacceptI'man
indigenous person, then go

back.Don’t come.”




Palestinian unions
call for boycott

Trade unionsinPalestine are asking their
UK counterparts to boycottisraeligoods.

Astatement signed by 14 unions calls for the
boycottuntilIsrael endsits occupation of Arab
lands, dismantles the wall running through
Jerusalem, gives Palestinians equal rights
tolsraelis and allows Palestinian refugees to
returnhome.

“Palestinian workerswill sufferas aresult
ofaboycott,” concedes Omar Barghouti, the
founder of the Palestinian National Boycott
Committee, whenwe meet him in Ramallah.

“Butfreedom hasaprice andwe're prepared to
pay that price. Everyresistance carriesa price
tag. Ifwe don't do this, we choose eitherarmed
resistance orwe surrender. And we will never
surrendertothe occupationasourfate.”

The boycottisalso backed by Dr Mustafa
Barghouti, general secretary of the Palestinian
National Initiative.

“We'd like British trade unionists to adopt the
boycott of Israeligoods,” he tells us. "Aboycott
isnotagainstthe lsraelipeople, butagainst
Israelipolicy.”

MP Haneen Zoabiis one of a collation of 13
Arab MPsinthe Knesset. We meet herin East
Jerusalem, where shetold uswe -as UK
trade unionists —have more power over her
governmentthanshe does.

“ltdoesn't matterwhat we say. The Israeli
governmentdoesn’'t care about the Palestinian

people, butitdoes care aboutwhat peoplein
the world think of Israel. “Nothing will change
here, the occupation will continue untilIsrael
pays the price, economically, politicallyand
diplomatically.”

The maintarget for the boycott is Hewlett
Packard, which not only profits from developing
systemstoracially profile Palestinians and
track and control their movements, butis also
complicitinthe Israeliapartheid which limits
the parts of the West Bank which they can
access, and which restricts their freedom of
movement. HP isalso contracted to provide the
Israelinavy’'s T infrastructure.

You canalso put pressure on companies such
as Ahava, G4S, Sodastream and Veoliato cancel
theircontractsinlsrael.

Finally, agricultural produce fromillegal
settlements built on Palestinian land is being
soldin UK supermarkets. Check whetherthe
produce says “Product of Israel” and, if it does,
then putitback onthe shelfin solidarity with the
Palestinian people.

More details on howto supportthe BDS
movement can be found here:

www.bdsmovement.net

BDS:,

FREEDOM JUSTICE EQUALITY

“Youwant my land, youwant to expel me.

Itis ethnic cleansing. You hope the old will
dieandtheyoungwill forget.”

“Freedom has aprice
andwe’re prepared
to pay that price.”

¢ Readinginformationisnever

: thesameasseeingwhat’s going

i on.Seeing Palestinian workers

¢ walkingtoandfromworkthrough
heavily-armed guarded barricades
: withonlytwoentrancesintotheir

villagesisworse thanapartheid.

: Wehavetosupportthe struggle
forjustice for Palestinians

¢ becausealltheywantisfreedom
tobeanationandto livein peace.
: Fromchildrentoadults|found
: them beautiful human beings
wanting the same as ourselves.
: lcan'timagine whatthe poor
peopleinthe GazaStripare

¢ goingthrough with the Israelis
controlling everything from

: water, electricity, gas, natural

¢ commodities and the nautical
occupation of their natural

: resourcesintothe Seabeing

i cutoff. The free world has to

: take some form of collective

¢ responsibility to resolve this

. terrible situation.

Solidarity, peace and, above
* all, freedom for the whole of
i Palestine -wewillnot STOP
: supportingthe cause.

* Colin Smith, ASLEF

“Wewill not forget. Itis our
history. We know our history. You
don’t. We know the names of the
trees.Youdon't.”




During the weekwe
werein Palestine, three
Palestinians were shot
dead by Israeliforces.

Theywere 19-year-old
Muhammed Ahmad Alawneh
from Burkin, near Jenin (top),
who was shot in the chest after
picking up a stone, 52-year-
old Falah Abu Maria from

Beit Omar, near Hebron, who
shot twice in the chest after
throwing a plastic plant pot at
soldiers and (bottom) 20-year-
old Muhammed Abu Latifa
from Qalandia refugee camp
near Ramallah, who fell to

his death from a rooftop after
being shot by police.

She finishes by calling forasecular, As we fly home, our thoughts are with
equaldemocratic state, saying: “We - allthe friends we have left behind. We
must be here as equals.” vow to tell their storyto the world.




Ayoung Palestinian girlruns through the streets
of Aidarefugee campin Bethlehem.
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